by Dan Bain

Season's greetings, Midtown! But what sort of a sea-
son is it going to be this year? While it's true that
some of us have tightened our budgets, it doesn't
have to put a damper on holiday gift giving. To help
out in that regard, we've researched the latest gift
trends nationally, as well as the latest merchandise
locally. As you shop this year, keep four trends in
mind: Retro; Local; Specific; and Green.

Everything old is new again, as nostalgia is making
a comeback in clothing, food and toys. A paisley week-
end bag, a collection of old-fashioned candies or an 80s
bomber jacket could be just the thing for that retro
recipient on your list. Going back another 20 years,
remember the Beatles? They made a comeback in
September, thanks to the re-release of their entire
catalog on CD - digitally remastered, embedded with
“Making Of" documentaries and including expanded
booklets with new liner notes and rare photos. For those
who'd rather “perform” than listen, there's “The Beatles
Rock Band" — a video game for Playstation 3, Wii and
Xbox 360, available with or without instruments.

Shoppers are supporting small, independent,
local businesses that can provide something unique
and/or personalized. Plenty of local artisans offer
their artwork, bedding, toys, housewares, candles and
other decor, chocolates, clothing, jewelry and other
gifts that will allow you to find something unique
while supporting the local economy.
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Such gifts also tie into the trend of specificity.
Consumers are trying to make sure their purchases
are just right, and that each gift matches the recipient's
personality and interests. Gift givers will forego last-
minute purchases and random, expensive gifts for
items that are specific and maybe a little unusual or
obscure. Try offering dance lessons or a photography
class — something that nurtures the recipient's interest.

Know an exercise enthusiast or runner? Check
out the Vibram FiveFingers, a form-fitting “shoe" that
resembles a toe sock and gives the wearer the feeling
of being barefoot while still being protected.

For tweens, try iPopperz — five different collec-
tions of high-quality, customizable earbuds that fea-
ture three plug sizes and unique, stylistic looks. As a
bonus, a portion of their proceeds go to VH1 Save the
Music Foundation, an organization aiming to restore
instrumental music education in public schools.

Pets are another consideration in matching gifts
to personalities. Owners will appreciate gifts for their
pets’ use — grooming products, clothing or treats —
as well as gifts that celebrate or feature their pets,
such as animal artwork and décor.

Green is still a big consideration this year. More
and more consumers are looking for items that are
eco-friendly as well as naturally safe. Look for organic
clothing or make-up, rechargeable batteries and wind-
up appliances such as flashlights and radios.

Lastly, keep your gifts simple and sincere, remember
to shop for items good for use in the home (in light
of the recent "nesting” trend) and be sure to check
out the next few pages for gifts available right here in
Midtown. Happy shopping and happy holidays!

1 MIXED METAL FENESTRA PENDANT
from our large selection of retired
Slane and Slane jewelry at 40% off.
The Elaine Miller Collection.

2 THEPURE AND COMPANY
HANDKNIT WRAP offers warmth and
beauty and is a perfect fit for any
body. The PURE HANDKNIT Company
is truly passionate aboutknitwear.
Designed in Canada and crafted in
100% Cotton. Possibilities.

3 WISE OWL BOOKENDS Organize
your books or decorate your shelf
with these wise owl bookends. Hand-

carved from palewa soapstone.
$38/pair. Ten Thousand Villages.

4 CASHMERE SCARVES These
irrestibily soft cashmere scarves
with frayed hems can be tied or
draped. They are available in a
variety of solids, plaids and beau-
tiful patterns. Carolina Silver.

5 TIS THE SEASON! Tis' the Season!
Agadir Argan Argan Oil conditions to
protect from split ends, eradicates
frizz, and is humidity resistant. Visit
Lux Salon of Raleigh to purchase this
Moroccan indulgence! Lux Salon.

6 THIS HOLIDAY SEASON allow
Synergy Spa to customize a gift
basket or spa gift certificate for

all those special people in your life.
A personalized gift that can be
designed to fit any budget makes
gift giving stress free. Synergy.

7 PLAID PIZAZZ! A perfect accent for
any outfit this holiday season. Red
and yellow plaid handbags to be used

as a clutch or shoulder (with chain).

$148/$165. Kristen's Shoe Boutique.

& GIFTS FOR YOUR PLEASURE
include elegant plateaus with remov-

able mirrors, napkin rings, a selection
of frames and other wonderful, fun,
delightful gifts. Affordable Chic Shops.

9 CULTURED FRESH WATER PEARL
EARRINGS with either white, black or
bronze pearls. Available in yellow or
white gold. $279. Elaine Miller Collection.

10 GLASS GLITTER FEATHER TAIL
BIRDSThese sparkly birdies are the
perfect accent on chandeliers, trees,
packages & cakes! Available in many
custom glitter colors & styles.$12.95
as shown. Handcrafted in Raleigh, NC
by Goldbug Studio, www.goldbugstu-
dio.com. Goldbug Studio.



59 RITUAL OF RELIEF A sooth-
ing tradition for hands and feet.
Von Kekel Aveda Salon Spa.

60 ESTATE EUROPEAN BROOCH
CIRCA 1960 18k yellow gold, total

diamond weight 1.00 carat. $2,295.

Elaine Miller Collection.

61 MCKENZIE TRIBE LEATHER
JACKET Four button, fully lined
inside with two pockets,leather
trimmed collar. This jacket has an

incredible softness. The shirt is
flannel with a hidden button-down
collar. McKenzie Tribe.

62 T-BOX SCARVES Great gift for
women of all ages and lifestyles.
One size, six different colors. $30.
Certain Things.

63 ORIGINAL SIZE RETRO
REFRIGERATOR FROM BIG CHILL
Combines the iconic look of a
1950's style vintage refrigerator

with the amenities of contempo-
rary appliances. $2,695. Kitchen
& Bath Galleries.

64 CUSTOM GIFT BASKETS BY
LATHER HAIR SALON We can create
the perfect basket of products and
tools, designed specifically for

the texture and style of anyone's
hair. Lather Hair Salon.

65 VINTAGE CHIC! Starburst
Snowflake ornament is created

with German Glass Glitter &
French Antique Gold Lace.
Handcrafted in Raleigh, NC by
Goldbug Studio. $36 each,
www.goldbugstudio.com.
Goldbug Studio.

66 STORYTIME, THE TALKING
CHRISTMAS TEDDY BEAR

by Gund, reads “Twas the Night
Before Christmas" as his head
and mouth move to the words.
$38.95. Invitatation Box.

AFFORDABLE CHIC SHOPS 2315 Lynn Rd, Raleigh (919) 846-0676

ARTHUR MURRAY DANCE STUDIO 2733 Capital Blvd, Raleigh (919) 872-8900
ATLANTIC AVENUE ORCHID & GARDEN 5217 Atlantic Ave, Raleigh (919) 878-8877
BAILEY'S FINE JEWELRY 415 Daniels St, Raleigh (919) 829-7337*

BLUEWATER SPA 10941 Raven Ridge Rd, Raleigh (919) 870-6066

BODYLASE SKIN SPA 6531 Creedmoor Rd Ste 102, Raleigh (919) 954-2288*

THE BRA PATCH 1603 N Market Dr, Raleigh (919) 876-8677

BROADWAY SERIES SOUTH 2 East South St, Raleigh (919) 831-6060

CAFE TIRAMSU 6196 Falls of Neuse Rd, Raleigh (919) 981-0305

CAMERON BAR & GRILL 2018 Clark Ave, Raleigh (919) 755-2231

CAROLINA SILVER 6637 Falls of Neuse Rd, Raleigh (919) 845-9917*

CERTAIN THINGS 4350 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 786-6104*

CHARLOTTE'S 4350 Lassiter at North Hills Mall, Raleigh (919) 787-7113*

CHEF MARIQ'S PERSONAL CHEF SERVICES 2610 Wycliff Rd, Raleigh (919) 781-3073
COOLSWEATS 4421-110 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 782-0012*

CT. WEEKENDS 2603-141 Glenwood Ave, Raleigh (919) 787-9073*

CUPCAKE SHOPPE BAKERY 104 Glenwood Ave, Raleigh (919) 821-4223

DAVIS PLASTIC SURGERY 2304 Wesvill Ct, Raleigh (919) 785-1220

DIAMONDS DIRECT CRABTREE 4401 Glenwood Ave, Raleigh (919) 571-2881*
DILLY DALLY AT OHBABY! 4209-108 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 844-7557
DPAC 123 Vivian St, Durham (919) 688-3722

THE ELAINE MILLER COLLECTION 4421-109A Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 571-8888
THE ENGLISH GARDEN 10310 Moncreiffe Rd, Raleigh (919) 341-8080

GALLERY A (DR. ANDREAUS, DDS) 1637 Glenwood Ave, Raleigh (919) 546-9011
GENA CHANDLER 4209 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 881-9480

GLO DE VIE 4209 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 510-5919

GNC AT NORTH HILLS 4421 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 787-0462

GOLDBUG STUDIO 518 Pershing Rd, Raleigh (919) 834-1523

INVITATION BOX www.invitationbox.com (866) 862-7382

J. ALANES 4209 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 881-8058

JBAT BOUTIQUE 6325 Falls of Neuse Rd, Raleigh (919) 876-1981

JOHNSON'S JEWELERS OF RALEIGH 3201 John Humphries Wynd, Raleigh (919) 783-9504
JOLLY'S JEWELERS & SILVERSMITH 4321 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 832-5571
KIM CATALANO HAIR DESIGN 10320 Durant Rd, Raleigh (919) 271-5102

KITCHEN & BATH GALLERIES 4209 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 600-6200
KRISTEN'S SHOE BOUTIQUE 2045 Renaissance Park PL, Cary (919) 678-1234
LATHER HAIR SALON 8521 Cantilever Way Ste. 109, Raleigh (919) 792-0715
LAVENDER AND LACE 2031 Cameron St, Raleigh (919) 828-6007

LILES CLOTHING STUDIO 4350 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 510-5556

LOGAN TRADING CO. 707 Semart Dr, Raleigh (919) 828-5337

THE LOLLIPOP SHOP OF RALEIGH 4120-120 Main at North Hills St, Raleigh (919) 782-7788
LUX SALON 910-109 Spring Forest Rd, Raleigh (919) 790-7011

LUXE APOTHECARY 4209 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 881-7828

MCKENZIE TRIBE 4361 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 510-5467

MIDTOWN & BAR 115 4421-115 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 782-9463

MODERN ENHANCEMENT SALON AND SPA 8320 Litchford Rd, Raleigh (919) 875-8668
MURA 4121 Main at North Hills St, Raleigh (919) 781-7887

NATIVA BOUTIQUE 4209 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 781-5888*

NORTH CAROLINA THEATRE 1 E South St, Raleigh (919) 831-6941

NORTH RIDGE PUB 6196 Falls of Neuse Rd, Raleigh (919) 981-6005

THE OXFORD 319 Fayetteville Street Mall, Raleigh (919) 832-6622

PANDORA JEWELRY Crabtree Valley Mall, Raleigh (919) 571-2646

POINT CONCEPTS DESIGN 8204 Brownleigh Dr, Raleigh (919) 787-3677

POOL PROFESSIONALS 6201 Westgate Rd, Raleigh (919) 787-7878

POSSIBILITES 4380 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 787-8500*

QUINTESSENTIALS 4421 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 785-0787

RALEIGH HAIR CONCEPTS 128 Mine Lake Ct, Raleigh (919) 841-0336

ROI SALON 617 Oberlin Rd, Raleigh (919) 833-2577

SAINT-JACQUES FRENCH CUISINE 6112 Falls of Neuse Rd, Raleigh (919) 862-2770
SCOUT & MOLLY'S 4421-103B Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 881-0303*

SECOND EMPIRE 330 Hillsborough St, Raleigh (919) 829-3663

SKIN SENSE 6801 Falls of Neuse Rd, Raleigh (919) 870-0700*

SONO JAPENESE RESTAURANT 319 Fayetteville Street Mall, Raleigh (919) 341-7971
THE SPECTACLE 4209-110 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 783-5863

SUMMER CLASSICS 6125 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 847-5070

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES 435 Woodburn Rd, Raleigh (919) 821-1100

TOTAL WINE & MORE 4216-115 The Circle at North Hills, Raleigh (919) 232-2580*
TRIANGLE SEGWAY 327 Blake St, Raleigh (919) 828-1988

TYLER HOUSE 4421 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 781-9210

THE UMSTEAD HOTEL AND SPA 100 Woodland Pond, Cary (919) 447-4000
UNIQUITIES 4209-127 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 785-3385

VERMILLION 4321-102 Lassiter at North Hills Ave, Raleigh (919) 787-9780

VVON KEKEL AVEDA SALON SPA 4209 Lassiter Mill Rd, Raleigh (919) 782-0808*
WARREN SCOTT SALON 7901 Strickland Rd Ste 105, Raleigh (919) 870-0120
YOUTHOLOGY 10940 Raven Ridge Rd, Raleigh (919) 847-1495

ZEST CAFE & HOME ART 8831 Six Forks Rd, Raleigh (919) 848-4792

*denotes additional Triangle locations





